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and Amiens as a whole, freeing them from most of these restric-
tions. At last by the Carta Mercatoria of 1303, Edward I
abolished all the restrictions except that as to retail trade, and
even that was allowed in the two valuable trades of merceries
and spiceries. Also in case of disputes between aliens and
burgesses, half the jury were to be chosen from merchants of
the town to which the alien belonged.

The Flemish and Teutonic Hanses, But long before this, two
powerful leagues of cities had secured for themselves in London
positions of special privilege. The first was made up of cities
of Flanders and northern France, seventeen towns in all.
Those of France were Chalons, Reims, St. Quentin, Cambrai,
Amiens, and Beauvois. They were known as the Flemish
Hanse, and had a house and quarters in London and a recognized
status.

But more powerful and of much longer duration was the Hanse
of the greater towns of northern Germany, which lasted till the
days of Elizabeth, It originated with Cologne, which later,
after a short period of competition, was joined and eventually
dominated by the great Baltic cities of Liibeck and Dantzic,
together with Hamburg and Brunswick. Their dwelling in
London was known as the STKELYARD, and the community
lived in an armoured camp and was a celibate society. It was
strongly fortified, no married man might dwell there, and the
members lived as a community with a common refectory. Its
master was fully armed, ancl the whole block of buildings,
dwelling, warehouse, wharf, and garden, was* encircled by a wall.
By generous gifts to the city for public purposes, such as the
repair and maintenance of gates, they secured toleration from
the burgesses. There were also German merchants at Boston
and Lynn. In 1155 their trade consisted of lead, tin, fish, meat,
fine wool and jet as exports, while they imported luxuries, silver
and jewels. Corn travelled both ways, according as harvests
varied in England and Prussia.

Trade Routes, Besides the trade with Flanders in wool and
cloth, with France and Gascony in wine, with Ireland in slaves,